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ORDINATION SERMON. 


MATTHEW iv. 19. 
Flow me 


O ſooner did our bleſſed Lord enter upon the 
work of his public miniſtry, than he began 
to ſele& ſome to be the witneſſes of his doctrines, 
miracles, conduct, death and reſurrection. The 
words of our text were addreſſed to Peter and An- 
drew, two of his earlieſt diſciples. © Jeſus walking 
by the ſea of Gallilee, ſaw two brethren, Simon, 
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, caſting a net 
into the ſea, (for they were fiſhers) and he faith un- 
to them, follow me, and I will make you fiſhers of 
men.” 
count, of his calling two others, James and John. 
And to them he continued adding, until he had 
choſen the twelve. Theſe, one excepted, were or- 
dained to tranſmit the hiſtory of his life to poſter- 
ity ; and to be the future preachers of his goſpel. 
Hence, there was a peculiar propriety, in their 
relinquiſhing their worldly occupations, and accom- 


In the verſe ſacceeding, we have an ac- 
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panying him wherever he went. He was the beft 
inſtructor to whom they could poſſibly apply. By 
aſſociating with him, by hearing him preach, and by 
obſerving his life and converſation, they were un. 
der the beſt advantages, to obtain that information, 
which was neceſſary to qualify them for the office, 
to which they were called. And, their hearts being 
unalienably attached to his intereſt, they needed no 
other motive to perſuade them to comply with his 
command. To accompliſh the purpoſes, for which 
they were choſen, it was neceſſary, that they ſhould 
become his literal followers. And this they cheer- 
fully did, notwithſtanding the numerous inconven- 
ences and perils, to which it expoſed them. 

But we are ſenſible, that the word, follow, as 
uſed in the goſpel, is not always to be underſtood, in 
its literal meaning. It is often uſed ſynonymouſly, 
with imitate. Said Jeſus to his diſciples, © If any 
man will come after me, let him deny himſelf, and 
take up his eroſs, and follow me.“ Said the apoſtle, 
“ Be ye followers of me, even as I am of Chriſt.” 
The word, follow, as here uſed, implies imitation, or 
conformity to the example of another. In this ſenſe, 
the apoſtles followed our Lord, both in their private 
and public characters. And thus to follow him, is 

the duty of all who are favoured with the goſpel. 
But, upon the preſent occafion, we ſhall conſider 
the words of our text, as more immediately addreſ- 
ſed to the the miniſters of religion ; and endeavour 
to ſhew, that it is the indiſpenſable duty of all ſuch, 
to imitate the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 

Here, an intereſting inquiry ariſes : In what re- 
ſpects, is it the duty of the miniſters of the goſpel, 
to imitate Chriſt ? | 3 5 
We obſerve firſt, that it is their duty to imitate 
him, in their preaching. Hence, it will not be 
deemed impertinent, upon the preſent occaſion, to 
bring to view ſome of the ſentiments or doctrines 


which our Saviour taught, during his minſtry on 
earth. It may be proper, however, previouſly to re- 
mark, that we ſhall have time to notice thoſe doctrines 
only which we eſteem the moſt diſtinguiſhing and 
important. And we obſerve, - | 

1. That our Lord taught the being, and charac- 
ter of God. That there is one ſelf.exiſtent, inde- 
pendent, eternal, and ſupreme being, who is infinite, 
in every poſſible perfection, and the only true God; 
is an idea, inſeparable from the goſpel. It is need- 
leſs to enumerate particular texts, to prove that 
this was a doctrine advanced by Chriſt ; becauſe it 
is evident, from the whole tenor of his preaching. 
2. Chriſt taught his own character. He inform- 
ed his hearers, that he was both the Son of God, and 
the ſon of man. Implying, that he poſſeſſes, both 
a human and divine nature. He is God, and he is 
man. | 0 

That Chriſt is not a divine perſon, or really God, 
ſome have inferred, from his making ſuch declara- 
tions as the following, reſpecting himſelf. * The 
father is greater than I. Of mine own ſelf I can do 
nothing.” Speaking of the day of judgment, he 
ſays, Of that day and hour knoweth no man; 
no, not the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the 
Father only.” From theſe, and other ſimilar aſſer- 
tions, ſome have drawn an argument, which they 
ſuppoſe to be concluſive, in oppoſition to the real 
divinity of our Saviour. F of 

But that he 1s here ſpeaking of his human nature 
only, admits of no doubt; hat, it is true, is finite; 
limited in its views and operations. But toinfer from 
this, that he has not a divine nature, is totally un- 
warrantable. If we examine other parts of the e- 
vangeliſts, we ſhall find, that he claimed thoſe titles 
and attributes, which ought to be applied to none, 
but the independent God. He aſſerted that all 
power, in heaven, and in earth, is in his hands. 


8 


And ſpeaking of his own life, he ſaid, No man 
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myſelf: I 
have power to lay it down, and I have power to 
to take it again.” His knowledge is unlimited, his 
preſence uncircumſcribed, his divine nature unori- 
ginated. Hence we read ; He knew all men. 
And needed not that any ſhould teſtify of man; for 
he knew what is in man. No man hath aſcended 
up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, 
even the ſon of man, which is in heaven. In the 
beginning was the word, and the word was with 
God, and the word was God. All things were 
made by him. Before Abraham was, ſaid he I 
am.” He is the Alpha, and Omega, the begin- 
ning and the ending, which is, and was, and is to 
come, the Almighty.” | 

Chriſt expreſsly prohibited the worſhip of any 
being, except the true God : but did not refuſe 
ſuch reſpect, when paid to himſelf. But to ſuppoſe, 
that he would encourage the practice of idolatry, is 
to criminate him as the vileſt impoſtor. It is wor- 
thy of obſervation, that throughout the ſacred pages, 
the work of creation is aſcribed to Chriſt. Nor do 
they diſcover any being in the univerſe who poſſeſſes 
ſuperior attributes. Nor, ſince he is the author of 
the works of creation, do they afford evidence of the 
exiſtence of a ſuperior being. Hence, if Chriſt be 
not, in the moſt important ſenſe, a divine perſon, or 
the independent God, we have no evidence that ſuch 
a God exiſts. | | 
3. Chriſt taught the doctrine of perſonal elec- - 
tion to eternal lte, of divine ſovereignty, and a gen- 
eral and particular providence. Many, ſaid he, 
are called, but few choſen.” He repreſented the 
elect, as thoſe whom his father had given him, and 
as thoſe whom the moſt artful impoſtor could not 
ſeduce. © I have manifeſted thy name unto the 
men which thou gaveſt me out of the world ; thine 


9 


they were, and thou gaveſt them me, and they have 
kept thy word. I pray for them: I pray not for 
the world, but for them which thou haſt given me. 
And other ſheep I have, which are not of this fold; 
them alſo I muſt bring, and they thall hear my 
voice. All that the father giveth me ſhall come 
to me.” Thus our divine Redeemer, in the moſt 
ſimple, undiſguiſed language, taught the doctrine 
of perſonal. election to eternal life. Nor was this 
doctrine repugnant to the feelings of his benev- 
olent heart; for on ſeeing a glorious exhib 
tion of divine ſovereignty, with which it is inſepe- 
rably connected, he broke out into an ecſtaey of 

raiſe and ſaid, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of 
ee, and earth, becauſe thou haſt hid theſe things 
from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed them 
unto babes. Even ſo Father, for ſo it ſeemed good 
in thy ſight.” With reference to divine providence, 


he obſerved, © Are not two ſparrows fold for a 


farthing ? And one of them ſhall not fall on the 
ground without your Father. But the very hairs 
of your head are all numbered.” Nor did he re- 
preſent the human heart as leſs under divine con- 
trol. This appears, from his quoting that ſolemn 
paſſage, written in the ninth, and tenth verſes of 
the ſixth chapter of Iſaiah, and declaring it to be 
_ fulfilledin thoſe incorrigible Jews, who rejected his 
preaching, as well as from many other #conſidera-, 
tions which might be mentioned. Theſe, and other 
things, of ſimilar import, taught by our Lord, im- 
ply the general and particular providence of God. 
- His dominion extends, not only to the largeſt and 
moſt important ; but alſo, to the moſt minute 
events in the univerſe. = 
4. Chriſt taught the nature and neceſſity of diſ- 
intereſted benevolence ; and repreſented it, as the 
only criterion, by which 3 can be diſtinguiſh- 
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10 
ed from the ſinner. Hence, being aſked, << Which 
is the firſt and greateſt commandment in the law?“ 

He replied, © Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, ſoul, mind, and ſtrength ; this is 
the firſt and greateſt commandment. And the ſec- 
ond is like unto it, thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as 
thyſelf.“ In another place he obſerved, © As ye 
would that men ſhould do to you, do ye alſo to them 


likewiſe: For if ye love them that love you, what 


thank have ye? For ſinners alſo love thoſe that love 
them. And if ye do good to them that do good 
to you, what thank have ye? For ſinners do alfo 
even the ſame. And if ye lend to them of whom 
ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? For ſin- 
ners alſo lend to ſinners, to receive as much again. 
But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, ho- 
ping for nothing again.“ Theſe fentiments of our 
divine Lord, are ſtated by the evangeliſt Matthew, 
in different, but not leſs diſtinguiſhing, terms. 

«< Ye have heard that it hath been ſad, thou ſhalt 
love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But 
I fay unto you, love your enemies, bleſs them that 
curſe you, do good to them that hate you, and pray 
for them that deſpitefully uſe you and perſecute you; 
that ye may be the children of your Father which 


is in heaven; for he maketh his ſun to riſe on the 


evil, and on the good, and ſendeth rain on the juſt, 
and on the unjuſt. For if ye love them that love 
you, what reward have ye? Do not even the publi- 
cans the ſame ? And if ye ſalute your brethren only, 


what do ye more than others? Do not even the pub- 


licans fo ? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Fath- 
er in heaven is perfect.“ In theſe paſſages, the abſo- 
lute neceſſity of diſintereſted love is ſo plainly taught, 
that no comment is neceſſary to illuſtrate the idea; 
it is repreſented as that which alone diſtinguiſhes the 


character of the ſaint, from the character of the 


ſinner. 


but within, they are full of extortion an 


11 

5. Our Lord taught his hearers, that mankind 
are, by nature, zotally deſtitute, of that benevolent 
temper which has juſt been deſcribed, and under 
the entire power and dominion of fin. Hence ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to ſinners he ſaid, I know you, 
that you have not the love of God in you. You 
Have ſeen and hated, both me and my father.” 
'Theſe two ſhort ſentences, convey two very folemn 
ideas. The firſt evinces, that the hearts of ſinners 
are totally deſtitute of moral goodneſs, and the ſec- 
ond declares their poſitive enmity and oppoſition 
againſt the divine character. Hence he might well 
addreſs them in the following expreſſive language, 
« Ye ſerpents, ye generation of vipers, how can y 
eſcape the damnation of hell! Ye are of your fa 
ther the devil, and the luſts of your father ye will 
do.” | 
The ſcribes and phariſees profeſſed uncommon 
purity and ſanctity, both of heart and life. But, 
their real characters were not ſecreted from the all- 
penetrating eye of Chriſt. Hence, he unmaſked 
their hearts, and expoſed their hypocriſy and ſelfiſh- 
. neſs, not only to their own, but to public view. 
Mo unto you ſcribes, and phariſees, hypocrites, 
for ye pay tythe of mint, and aniſe, and cummin, 
and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, 
judgment, mercy and faith ; theſe ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the other undone. Wo unto 
you ſcribes, and phariſees, hypocrites ; for ye make 
clean the outſide of the cup and of the 2 : 
excels. 


Thou blind phariſee, cleanſe firſt that which is 
within the cup and the platter, that the outſide of 
them may beclean alſo. Wo unto you ſcribes, and 
Phariſees, hypocrites ; for ye are like unto whited 
ſepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward- 
ly, but within, are full of dead men's bones, and of 
all uncleanneſs. Even ſo ye alſo outwardly appear 
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righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hy- 


pocriſy and iniquity.” Is it in the power of lan- 


age, more ſtrikingly to expreſs the total corrup- 
tion and ſelfiſhneſs of human nature? Since their 
hearts were fall of hypocriſy and iniquity, it involves 
a contradiction to ſay, that they poſſeſſed any degree 


of right affection. 


From no part of our Saviour's preaching does it 
appear, that he ever aſcribed the leaſt poſſible degree 
of right affection to the heart, antecedent to regen- 
eration. At a certain time, a rich young man, of 
diſtinguiſhed reputation, very politely addreſſed him, 
on the ſubje& of his future happineſs. © Good 


maſter, ſaid he, what gesd thing ſhall I do, that I may 


inherit eternal life? Firmly believing in the intrin- 
ſic goodneſs of his heart, he doubtleſs expected the 
immediate approbation of Chriſt. But, before their 
interview cloſed, our Lord led him to ſee, that he 
was a total ſtranger to the chriſtian temper ; and 
oppoſed to that ſelf-denial which the goſpel requires, 
in order to ſalvation. 

This was, to the young man, a moſt painful ſcene, 
and ended, very differently, from what he had an- 
ticipated. But Chriſt was no more ſevere with him, 
than with the reſt of his hearers. He plainly un- 
folded, to the view of all, the total depravity ofthe 
hearts by nature. | 

6. Chriſt taught the abſolute neceſſity of regen- 
eration, or the renovation of the heart by the ſpirit 
of God, in order to ſalvation, Hence, ſaid he, 
Except a man be born again, he cannot ſee the 
kingdom of God. Except a man be born of water 


and of the ſpirit he cannot enter into the kingdom 


of God. That which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh, 
and that which is born of the ſpirit, is ſpirit.” Our 
Lord was alſo very careful to inform his hearers, 
that he is the only medium, through which, any of 


the fallen race of man can obtain reconciliation with 


13 


God, and become entitled to the promiſe of eternal 


life. Iam the way, ſaid he, the truth, and the 


life; no man cometh unto the Father but by me.” 
But though he repreſented himſelf an all-ſufficient 
Saviour; yet he always ſuſpended the ſalvation and 
final happineſs of men, upon the condition of faith 
and repentance, exerciſed during the preſent life. 
cc The time is fulfilled, ſaid he, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand; repent ye and believe the goſpel. 
Except ye repent ye ſhall all periſh. He that be- 
lieveth ſhall be ſaved, but he that believeth not ſhall 
be damned.” | | 

He encouraged his hearers, to comply with theſe re- 


quiſitions, by the moſt expreſs promiſe of eternal life, 


in caſe they complied. But, in none of his diſcour- 
ſes, do we find the ſmalleſt promiſe of future good, 
made to the impenitent, remaining ſuch. Inſtead of 
this he ſolemnly declared, He that believeth not 
is condemned already, becauſe he hath not believed 
in the name of the only begotten Son of God.“ 

7. Chriſt taught his hearers that thoſe, who com- 
_ ply with the requiſitions of his goſpel, ſhall never 


entirely looſe the grace of God, but perſevere to 


eternal life. © Verily, verily, I fay unto you, he 
that heareth my words, and believeth on him that 
Tent me, hath everlaſting life, and ſhall not come 


into condemnation. My ſheep hear my voice, and 


I know'them, and they follow me, 2nd I give unto 
them eternal life ; and they ſhall never periſh, nei- 
ther ſhall any pluck them out of my hand. My 
Father which gave them me is greater than all, and 
— is able to pluck them out of my Father's 
an A | 

8. Chriſt taught that thoſe who would be his diſ- 
ciples, and finally inherit the promiſes of eternal life, 
muſt cultivate purity of heart, practice ſelf-denial, 
exerciſe ſupreme love to him, and yield a univerſal 
obedience to his commands. 


* 4 
7 


14 

Hence, ſaid he, © Bleſſed are the pure in heart, 
for they ſhall ſee God. He that loveth father or 
mother more than me, is not worthy of me; and 
he that loveth ſon or daughter more than me, is 
not worthy of me : And he that taketh not his croſs, 
and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He 
that findeth his life ſhall looſe it, and he that looſeth 
his life for my ſake ſhall find it. Not every one 
that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of 
my Father which is in heaven. No man can ſerve 
two maſters ; for he will either hate the one and 
love the other; or elſe he will hold to the one and 
deſpiſe the other. Ye cannot ſerve God and mam- _ 
mon. Then are ye my friends, when ye do what- 


{ 


ſoever I command you.” | 
9. A future reſurreQion, and a general judg- 
ment, together with the endleſs happineſs of the 
righteous, and the endleſs puniſhment of the wick- 
ed, are found among the doctrines taught by our 
Saviour. 12 8 
*The hour is coming, ſaid he, in the which all 
that are in the graves ſhall hear his voice, and come 
forth, they that have done good unto the reſurrec- 
tion of life, and they that have done evil unto the 
reſurrection of damnation. Whoſoever ſhall con- 
feſs me before men, him will I confeſs alſo before my 
Father which is in heaven. But whoſoever ſhall de- 
ny me before men, him will I alſo deny before my 
Father which is in heaven. If thy hand offend thee 
cut it off: It is better for thee to enter into life 
maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, in- 
to the fire that never ſhall be quenched ; where their 
worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched. When 
the ſon of man ſhall come in his glory, and all the 
holy angels with him, then ſhall he fit upon the 
throne of his glory; and before him ſhall be gath- 
ered all nations; and he ſhall ſeparate them one 


5 | 


13 
from another, as a ſhepherd divideth his ſheep from 
the goats. And he fhall ſet the ſheep on his right 
hand, but the goats on his left. Then ſhall the 
king ſay unto them on his right hand, come ye bleſ- 
ſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you, from the foundation of the world. Then ſhall 
he alſo ſay unto them on the left hand, depart from 
me, ye curſed, into eyerlaſting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels. And theſe ſhall go away into 
everlaſting puniſhment, but the righteous into life 
eternal.” | | 
It is worthy of obſervation, that the ſame word, in 
this paffage, as it ſtands in the original, is uſed to 
deſcribe the perpetuity of puniſhment, which is uſed 
to deſcribe the perpetuity of happineſs. Hence, the 
evidence is as concluſive that the puniſhment of the 
finally impenitent will be endleſs, as that the hap- 
pineſs of the righteous will be endleſe. 
Thus I have briefly noticed, ſome of the moſt im- 
portant and diſtinguiſhing doctrines which our Lord 
inculcated during his public miniſtry. Hence, we 
are enabled to ſee how the miniſters of the goſpel 
ought to preach. | . 
Ihat it is their indiſpenſable duty to preach, as far 
as poſſible, as Chriſt did, I need ſpend no time in 
proving. In this reſpect they are to follow him. 
He is to be their invariable pattern. And ſince 
they are to imitate him in their preaching, they are 
to preach the ſame doctrines which he did. Their 
ſermons are to be in uniſon with his. Hence, they 
are to unfold the true character of God. They are 
to maintain the doctrine of the ſacred trinity; ef- 
pecially the divinity of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. They 
are to preach the doctrine of perſonal election to 
eternal life; the doctrine of divine ſovereignty, and 
the univerſal and particular providence of God. 
They are to urge the abſolute neceſſity of diſinter- 
eſted love to God and men; and to teach their 
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hearers, that unleſs they poſſeſs this love, they have 


no claim to the chriſtian character. They are to 


unveil the human heart, and in the moſt expreſs, 
unequivocal language, declare its total ſelfiſhneſs, 


enmity and oppoſition againſt the truth as it is in 
Jeſus. And, conſequently, to teach mankind, that, 
ſo long as they remain impenitent, they do nothing, 
which can, with the leaſt propriety, be conſidered, 


as obedience to the divine commands ; but are con- 


tinually accumulating blame, and ſinking deeper, 
and deeper, in the gulph of moral pollution. 

They are to preach Chriſt as the only Saviour, 
This will lead them to illuſtrate the neceſſity, ſuita- 
bleneſs, and all-ſufficiency of his atonement. His 
readineſs to pardon, and receive to favor all, who 
will comply with the requiſitions of the goſpel. 
They will alſo inculcate the abſolute neceſſity of 
regeneration, repentance and faith in order to fu- 
ture happineſs. They will comfort and encourage 
the righteous, by thoſe bleſſed promiſes, which aſ- 
ſure that eternal life ſhall be the portion of thoſe, 
who endure to the end, in ways of well doing. 
And they will warn and alarm the wicked, by ſet- 
ting before them, in the moſt glaring light, thoſe 


awful threatenings which declare, in the moſt un- 


conditional language, that all who depart this world, 
unreconciled to God, ** Shall be puniſhed with ev- 
erlaſting deſtruction, from the preſence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power.” 1 

Theſe, and things of ſimilar import, conſtitute 
the moſt prominent features, in the ſermons of 
thoſe miniſters, who make Chriſt the pattern of 
their preaching. And theſe things they will con- 
ſtantly inculcate, whether they be pleaſing or diſ- 
pleaſing to their hearers. e | 

Our Lord never conſulted the taſte of his hearers, 
in order to know what to preach. With no degree 
of propriety, will the character of a temporizer ap- 
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ply to him. He often exhibited thoſe truths to the 

Jews, which he knew would be extremely diſpleaſ- 

ing, and finally inkindle their enmity againſt him 
into an bo ge flame. But this was not a 


motive ſufficient to diſſuade him from the utmoſt 


fidelity. It ought to be carefully remembered, 
however, that Chriſt never advanced any doctrine, 
merely becauſe it was pug to his hearers. 
This was not the ultimate end of his preaching— 
nor ought it to be with any of his followers. Be 
exiſting circumſtances what they may, they ſhould 
never intentionally irritate. But they ought, con- 
ſcientiouſly, and faithfully, to preach the whole 
truth, whether it pleaſe or offend thoſe to whom 
they deliver it. He who makes the taſte of his au- 
dience the ſtandard of his preaching, departs from 
the example of Chriſt, and is not worthy. to be call. 
ed his miniſter. | . 
But have we not too much reaſon to fear, that 
this is the character of ſome modern preachers? 
May not thoſe be found, who, for fear of wound- 
ing the feelings, and incurring the diſpleaſure of 
ſome of the polite part of their hearers, withhold 
the pungent, ſoul-humbling truths of the goſpel? 
And who, to render themſelves acceptable to ſuch, 
propheſy ſmooth things, and entertain them with elo- 
quent harangues on mere outward morality, which 
bear but little more reſemblance to the preaching 
of Chriſt, than to the writings of Seneca, Epictetus, 
or Plato? Indeed, do not ſome preachers, at the 
preſent day openly deny, and oppoſe, the diſtinguiſn- 
| . taught by our Lord himſelf? —- 
o not ſome deny his real divinity, and repreſent . 
him as no more than a mere creature? Do they not 
give a very different deſcription of human nature, 
om that which is found in his diſcourſes? A de- 
ſcription, which, inſtead of mortifying, is calculated 
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hearers, that unleſs they poſſeſs this love, they have 
no claim to the chriſtian character. They are to 
unveil the human heart, and in the moſt expreſs, 
unequivocal language, declare its total ſelfiſhneſs, 
enmity and oppoſition againſt the truth as it is in 
Jeſus. And, conſequently, to teach mankind, that, 
ſo long as they remain impenitent, they do nothing, 
which can, with the leaſt propriety, be conſidered, 
as obedience to the divine commands; but are con- 
tinually accumulating blame, and ſinking deeper, 
and deeper, in the gulph of moral pollution. 

They are to preach Chriſt as the only Saviour. 
This will lead them to illuſtrate the neceſſity, ſuita- 
bleneſs, and all- ſufficiency of his atonement. His 
readineſs to pardon, and receive to favor all, who 
will comply with the requiſitions of the goſpel. 
They will alſo inculcate the abſolute neceſſity of 
regeneration, repentance and faith in order to fu- 
ture happineſs. They will comfort and encourage 
the righteous, by thoſe bleſſed promiſes, which aſ- 
ſure that eternal life ſhall be the portion of thoſe, 
who endure to the end, in ways of well doing. 
And they will warn and alarm the wicked, by ſet- 


ting before them, in the moſt glaring light, thoſe 


awful threatenings which declare, in the moſt un- 
conditional language, that all who depart this world, 
unreconciled to God, * Shall be puniſhed with ev- 
erlaſting deſtruction, from the preſence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power.“ - 
Theſe, and things of ſimilar import, conſtitute 
the moſt prominent features, in the ſermons of 
thoſe miniſters, who make Chriſt the pattern-of 
their preaching. And theſe things they will con- 
ſtantly inculcate, whether they be pleaſing or diſ- 
pleaſing to their hearers. | | 
Our Lord never conſulted the taſte of his hearers, 
in order to know what to preach. With no degree 
of propriety, will the character of a temporizer ap- 


7 
ply to him. He often exhibited thoſe truths to the 


Jews, which he knew would be extremely diſpleaſ- 


ing, and finally inkindle their enmity againſt him 
into an unquenchable flame. But this was not a 
motive ſufficient to diſſuade him from the utmoſt 
fidelity. It ought to be carefully remembered, 
however, that Chriſt never advanced any doctrine, 
merely becauſe it was eating to his hearers. 
This was not the ultimate end of his preaching— 
nor ought it to be with any of his followers. Be 
exiſting circumſtances what they may, they ſhould 


never intentionally irritate. But they ought, con- 


ſcientiouſly, and faithfully, to preach the whole 
truth, whether it pleaſe or offend thoſe to whom 
they deliver it. He who makes the taſte of his au- 
dience the ſtandard of his preaching, departs from 
the example of Chriſt, and is not worthy to be call- 
ed his miniſter. | e 
But have we not too much reaſon to fear, that 
this is the character of ſome modern preachers? 


May not thoſe be found, who, for fear of wound- 


ing the feelings, and incurring the diſpleaſure of 


ſome of the polite part of their hearers, withhold 


the pungent, ſoul-humbling truths of the goſpel ? 
And who, to render themſelves acceptable to ſuch, 


propheſy ſmooth things, and entertain them with elo- 


quent harangnes on mere outward morality, which 
bear but little more reſemblance to the preaching 

of Chriſt, than to the writings of Seneca, Epictetus, 
or Plato? Indeed, do not ſome preachers, at the 


preſent day openly deny, and oppoſe, the diſtinguiſh- . 


ing doctrines taught by our Lord himſelf ? 

Do not ſome deny his real divinity, and repreſent 
him as no more than a mere creature ? Do they not 
| EY a very different deſcription of human nature, 


rom that which is found in his diſcourſes ? A de- 


ſcription, which, inſtead of mortifying, is calculated 


. Ny 


to flatter the ds a vanity of the — 


heart; and well ſuited to make blind eyes blinder, 
and hard hearts harder. Do they not treat with 
ſovereign contempt, the idea of diſintereſted benev- 


olence, and repreſent true religion to be nothing ſu- 
perior, to a refined ſyſtem of ſelfiſnmeſs? And do they 


not ſilently, if not in a more direct way, encourage 


the world to believe in the deluſive doctrine of uni- 
verſal ſalvation? Do ſuch preachers imitate the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt? 

But it is time to proceed to another 1155 Min. 
iſters of the goſpel ſhould imitate Chriſt, both in 
temper of mind and conduct. 

He was the moſt immaculate character that ever 
lived in our fallen world. He was harmleſs and 
undefiled, he did no fin, neither was guile found in 
his mouth. His moſt inveterate oppoſers could 
never ſubſtantiate a criminal charge againſt him, 


Supported by conſcious innocency, he demanded 
of he, * Which of you convinceth me of fin 2? 


And he was not only a perfect ſtranger to fin, but 


_ eminently diſtinguiſhed yo holineſs of heart and 


life. His heart was a flame of ſacred love. He 
was endued with all the graces and virtues of the 
holy ſpirit. © The ſpirit of the Lord God was up- 
on him; becaufe the Lord had anointed him to 
preach good tidings to the meek.” The exalted 
purity and holineſs of our divine Redeemer were 
among the nobleſt qualifications which he poſlefled, 
as a preacher of righteouſneſs. Indeed, without 
theſe, all his other perfections would not have qual- | 
ified him for that ſacred office. And though it is 
not expected that any of his miniſters will equal him 
in purity and holineſs, either of heart or life, yet in 
theſe reſpects they ſhould all be his conſtant imita- 
tors, and approach as near to the original as poſſible. 

Be the intellectual powers of a man ever ſo vig- 
orous and ſhining, his acquired knowledge ever fo 
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extenſive, his natural diſpoſition ever ſo amiable and 
engaging, and his morals ever ſo irreproachable, 
yet, if he be deſtitute of real holineſs of heart, he 
is eſſentially deficient as a preacher of the goſpel. 


Hence, ſaid the apoſtle, < Though I ſpeak with the 
tongues of men and of angels and have not charity, 


J am become as founding braſs, or a tinkling cym- 
bal. And though I have the gift of propheſy and 
underſtand all myſteries, and all knowledge; and 
though I have all faith ſo that I could remove moun- 
tains, and have no charity I am nothing. And tho? 
I beſtow all my goods to feed the poor, and though 
I give my body to be burned and have not charity 
it profiteth me nothing.“ Having thus taught the 
abſolute neceſſity of charity, in order to the accept- 


able performance of any duty, he proceeds to de- 


ſcribe its excellent nature and operations. Char- 
ity ſuffereth long and is kind; envieth not; vaunt- 
eth not itſelf; is not puffed up; doth not behave 
itſelf unſeemly ; ſeeketh not her own ; is not eaſily 
provoked ; thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in ini- 
quity; but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, 
believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all 


things, and never faileth.”” Be a man's other qual- 


ifications what they may, it is indiſpenſably neceſ- 
fary that his heart and life ſhould be under the in- 
fluence of this noble affection, in order to enter the 


miniſterial profeſſion with any well founded hopes 


of ſuccefs, or juſt reaſon to expect the approbation 
-of his Lord and maſter. 
Again; Chriſt's miniſters ſhould imitate him in 


- thoſe excellent virtues of ſubmiſſion, patience, hu- 


mility, meekneſs, gentleneſs, forbearance, long-ſut- 
fering and forgiveneſs, which he ſo ſtrikingly ex- 
hibited, during the period of his public miniſtry. 


It is impoſſible that their trials, provocations, and 


ſufferings, ſhould ever equal his. If malevolence 


and revenge can be juſtified, in any inſtance in the 
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univerſe, they could in him ; but theſe as well as all 
other ſinful paſſions, he conſtantly condemned, both 
in his preaching, and in his practice. When he 
was reviled he reviled not again, when he ſuffered 
he threatened not; but committed himſelf ta him 
that judgeth righteouſly.” Even while the hands 
of his murderers were crimſoned with his blood, 
his benevolent heart was ſupplicating the throne of 
mercy for their forgiveneſs. With ſuch an exam- - 
ple before them, ſhall his miniſters cheriſh and in- 
dulge malevolent paſſions ? Shall they be impatient 
under tribulation, while ſuffering infinitely leſs than 
they deſerve, when he who knew no fin nor deſer- 
ved any evil, cheerfully ſubmitted to the unparal- 
lelled ſufferings of the crof ?? 0 
Let his miniſters remember that no further than 
their hearts and lives are governed by that noble 
principle of divine love, and thoſe other excellent 
virtues which he exemplified, do they bear any 
moral reſemblance to him. And they who bear no 
moral reſemblance to him, inſtead of being his 
friends, are his enemies. Between theſe there is no 
intermediate, or ſtate of neutrality. They who are 
not with Chriſt, who are not united to him in tem- 
per of mind, are againſt him. They are oppoſed to 
his cauſe and intereſt. But will any pretend that 
perſons of this character are qualified for the work 
of the miniſtry? And, that while they give no ſat- 
isfactory evidence of a real change of heart, they 
ought to be inducted into the ſacred office of an am- 
baſſador of Chriſt? Will an enemy to his country 
be a faithful ambaſſador at a foreign court? Will 
he ſeek the public good of the nation he repreſents ? 
We obſerve further, that the miniſters of the 
goſpel ſhould imitate Chriſt, in their views and mo- 
tives in undertaking the work of the miniſtry. 
A real deſire to promote the honor and glory of 
his heavenly father, to ſave the ſouls of men, and 


21 


augment the hag of the intelligent ſyſtem, 
were motives which prompted the benevolent Jeſus 
to engage in the glorious work of redemption. To 
_ accompliſh thefe deſirable objects, he was willing to 
ſubmit, to the greateſt poſſible humiliation and ſuf- 
fering. His own private emolument was not the 
leading object of his purſuit. © I came not to do 
mine own will, ſaid he, but the will of him that ſent 
me. I have glorified thee on the earth ; I have finiſh- 
ed the work which thou gaveſt me to do.” In theſe 
things, the apoſtle Paul was a zealous imitator of 
our bleſſed Lord. His motives in entering the work 
of the miniſtry accorded with thoſe of Chriſt. 

He loved the proſperity of Zion ; and to promote 
it, was willing to ſpend and be ſpent. And theſe 
ought to be the motives and feeling of all who enter 


this ſacred work. In this ſenſe, they ſhould be 


& Workers together with Chriſt.” They who un- 
dertake this work from mercenary views, or for the 
ſake of worldly advantages, have no right to expe& 
the approbation of the great head of the church. 
He never preſented ſuch motives before his diſciples, 
as an. inducement to their engaging in his cauſe, 
but forewarned them of many temporal inconven- 
ences and dangers, to which ſuch an undertaking 


would expoſe them. The diſciple is not greater 


than his Lord; if they have perſecuted me, they will 
alſo perſecute you. 

In the immediate view of the ſufferings here pre- 
dicted, the apoſtle Paul could ſay with confidence 
and triumph, None of theſe things move me, nei- 


ther count I my life dear unto myſelf, ſo that 1 


might finiſh my courſe with joy and the miniſtry 


which I have received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify 


= ofpel of the grace of God.” Happy would it 
or all the miniſters of Chriſt, did they con- 
fac poſſeſs ſimilar feelings. : 4 
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Again; Chriſt's nuniſters ſhould imitate him in 
conſtancy and fervency in devotion. It appears from 
Wi! - the hiſtory of his life that he employed much time 
18 in the duty of prayer. Beſides living in the daily 
i practice of this duty, whenever he undertook any 
. thing of ſpecial importance in the work of his min- 
1 iſtry, he firſt retired and poured out his ſoul, in 
1 fer vent prayer, to his heavenly father. Being about 

to viſit Gallilee and preach in a number of towns, 
He roſe up a great while before day and departed 

into a ſolitary place and there prayed.” Previouſly 
to chooſing his twelve apoſtles and ſending them 
forth to preach the goſpel, he retired to A moun- 
tain and continued all night in prayer to God.” 

The night before his crucifixion he made that mem- 

orable prayer recorded in the ſeventeenth chapter 

of John. Numerous other inſtances of a fimilar 
nature occur in the hiſtory of his life. And in this 

fpirit of fervent devotion his miniſters ſhould be his 4 

conſtant imitators. e 

We obſerve once more, that Chriſt's miniſters 
ſhould imitate him in conſtancy and engagedneſs in 
their holy employment. Such was the pleaſure he 
took in doing the will of his heavenly Father, ſach 

his ardent deſire to promote the happineſs of man- 

kind, that he waſted none of his time, in vain, un- 
profitable purfuits ; but was inceſſantly engaged in 
the important work he had undertaken. And, in 
imitation of his worthy example, his miniſters fnould 
devote themſelves wholly to the buſinefs of their 
office. This ffiould abſorb their whole attention. 

Unſpeakable advantages, to them and their people, 

would reſult from it. . 

It is not leſs important that the miniſters of Chriſt 
ſhould imitate him in temper of mind, and daily 
practice, than in the doctrines they preach. | 

Such is their profeſſion and ſtation in life, that 
their example will unavoidably have extenſive influ- 
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ence upon the morals of ſociety, People in general 
have an idea that miniſters ought to live in the 
practice of virtue and religion, however immoral 
they may be themſelves. And if the example of 
chriſtian teachers be uniformly in favor of virtue 
and piety, it will be a powerful monitor to the vi- 
cious; and often do more to adminiſter conviction, 
than any expreſs, poſitive, reproof. Innocence and 
virtue, are clothed with awful authority. The 
teacher of religion, by reducing to practice the 
doctrines which he inculcates, evinces his own be- 
lief in them, and recommends them to the con- 
ſciences of others with irreſiſtible force. 
But, if his daily examples contradict his preach- 
ing, he has no reaſon to expect, that it will produce 
any ſalutary effect, either in the hearts or lives of 
his hearers. When ſuch an opportunity preſents, 
they will not fail inſultingly to apply the proverb, 
„ Phyſician heal thyſelf.” Hence it is of indeſcri. 
bable importance that miniſters of the goſpel take heed 
to their conduct, and imitate Chriſt, not only in 
doctrine, but in temper and practice. 

By reviewing our ſubject, we may be enabled to 
account for the peculiar oppoſition which our di- 
vine Redeemer received from the world. Since he 
ſupported the moſt pure and ſpotleſs character; 
ſince he preached and practiſed the moſt benevolent 


religion, which was ever promulged to man ; in a 


word; ſince he gave the moſt inconteſtible evidence 


of his divine miſſion and authority, ſome may be 
ready to wonder why the Jews followed him with 
ſuch reiterated, and in point of ſeverity, unequalled 
perſecutions. How was it poſſible, that they could 
imbrue their hands with the blood of ſuch an im- 
maculate, ſuch a benevolent” Saviour! However ſur- 
prizing this may appear, to account for it, is by no 
means difficult, 
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While he conſtantly taught the perfection of the 
divine character, law and government, and juſtified 
the ways of God to men, he unmaſked their hearts, 
and painted in moſt deformed, but juſt colours, their 
total ſelfiſhneſs and depravity. He inculcated that 
ſelf-denial and benevolence, the practice of which, 
would have deſpoiled them of thoſe ſenſual and 
worldly enjoyments which they eſteemed dearer 
than lite. And this ſelf-demial he repreſented as an 
abſolute pre-requiſite to future happineſs. Theſe, 
and other things, which our Lord taught, were di- 
realy calculated to inflame the enmity of the Jews 
againſt him. . 

Had he propheſied ſmooth things, and preached 
a religion conſiſtent with their reigning pride and 
ſelfiſhneſs, inſtead of being perſecuted he would have 
been careſſed and ſupported. But inſtead of flat- 
tering their pride and vanity, and encouraging their 
ſelf-righteouſneſs, he condemned every exerciſe of 
their hearts, and every action of their lives; and 
plainly taught them that ſo long as they remained 
impenitent, they were continually adding iniquity to 
tranſgreſſion, and preparing for a more aggravated 
condemnation. This was like plunging daggers in 
their boſoms. They were oppoſed to the truth, and 
would not bear it. Therefore they combined a- 
gainſt, and put him to death. Said Chriſt, © Becauſe 
1 have told you the truth, ye believe me not. And 
now ye ſeek to kill me a man that hath told you the 
truth that I have heard from God.” IIs 

His preaching the various truths of the goſpel in 
ſuch a plain, pointed, pungent, manner, was the oc- 
caſion of the uncommon oppoſition he met with 
from the Jews during his public miniſtry; and 
this finally pulled down their vengeance upon his 
innocent head. 77 

Believing in the truth of the preceding obſerva- 
tions, we have no right to lay it down as a certain 


- 
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fact, that the miniſters of the goſpel have departed 
from the examples of Chriſt, whenever they meet 


— 


with peculiar oppoſition from the world. 


Since human nature is radically the ſame in every 
period of time, we have reaſon to conclude, that thoſe 
miniſters whobear the greateſt reſemblance to Chriſt, 
in their preaching and conduct, will meet with the 
greateſt oppofition. e 

Inſtead of wondering why the preſent miniſters 
of the goſpel meet with ſo much contradiction and 
reſiſtance from the world, we have reaſon to won - 
der why they meet with no more. One reaſon un- 
doubtedly is, becauſe there is ſo little reſemblance 
between them and Chriſt. They follow him afar 
off. The apoſtles lived and preached more like 
Chriſt, hence met with more oppoſition. And tho? 
. ſome other reaſons might be aſſigned, in accounting 
for the peculiar oppoſition which Chriſt and his 


apoſtles received from the world; yet, we believe, 


that ſuggeſted above, is the moſt powerful. And 
did the preſent miniſters of the goſpel live, and 
| preach, more like Chriſt, they would probably ex- 


perience more reſiſtance from the unbelieving world. 


We doubt not, however, that more perfect con- 
formity to Chriſt, would be attended with conſe- 
quences infinitely deſirable to the church. The 
preſent is a period of awful darkneſs and ſtupidity; 
and this ſtate of moral darkneſs and unconcern, in 
which the preſent generation is enveloped, is, of 
all others the moſt dangerous. This is a fatal lx in- 


toxicating opiate, under whoſe deluſive infſuence 


thouſands ſleep on and take their reſt, until they a- 
wake in the world of deſpair. YE 
And ſuffer me to aſk, whether we have not reaſon 


to fear, that the unfaithfulneſs of miniſters has been 


too inſtrumental of increaſing this alarming lethar- 
gy ? To flatter the human heart, is to render it in- 
TX 1 
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vulnerable by true conviction. And do not many 


who preach, even the pure doctrines of the goſ pel, 

do it with ſo much mdiference and want of chriſtian 
animation, that it makes little, or no impreſſion, on 
the minds of their hearers ? And do they not praQti. 
cally ſay, that religion is of far leſs importance than 
they pretend in their pulpits ? Would the miniſters 


of thegoſpel be ſucceſsful in rouſing the attention of 


their hearers to the momentous concerns of religion, 
they muſt be all attention to thefe things themſelves. 
Other remarks muſt give place to the addreſſes 
uſual and proper upon ſuch occafions as the preſent. 
And the paſtor elect firſt claims my nnen no- 
tice. 
My Dear Brother, | 
You are this day to be folemnly pes to the 
work of the facred miniſtry. This is the profeſſion 
of your choice. It is a noble, an honorable, a uſe- 
ful, but arduous employment. I hope, and have 


ſatisfactory evidence to believe, you undertake it, 


with views and feelings, coincident with thofe of 
your great Lord and maſter, in undertaking the 
glorious work of our redemption : And that you 

will be a co-worker with him. Suffer me to remind 
you, that you are to make Chriſt the great pattern 
and end of your preaching. He is about to commit 
a number of precious, immortal fouls to your 
care. You are to be their ſpiritual guide. In his 
ſtead you are to befeech them to be reconciled to 
God. You are to teach them the way to heaven; 


and to uſe all the means in your power to perſuade 


them to walk in it. 

And that you may accompliſh theſe infinitely de- 
firable objects, keep your eye inceffantly fixed on the 
example of Chriſt. Follow him. Preach, pray and 
live, as he did. Let his ſermons be the model of 
yours. Enrich them with the ſame important ſen- 
timents which he inculcated. To _ you may 
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not add; nor from them may you diminiſh. 
Beware, that you do not flatter the ſouls of your 
hearers. You are ſenſible, that there is, in all men, 
a ſpirit of ſelf-juſtification. They are unwilling to 
take that blame to themſelves, of which they are 
_ juſtly chargeable. They are wiſe to invent excuſes 
for their criminality. *© They hate the light and 
will not come to it, leſt their deeds ſhould be repro- 
ved.” | = 

You will therefore endeavour to deſtroy thoſefalſe 
. refuges, in which they. truſt for ſafety by fixing 
blame in 2heir hearts alone. You will vindicate the 
ways of God to men. You will repreſent the utter 
impoſſibility of their ever participating in the joys 
of the bleſſed, without a correſpondent temper. 
You will frequently direct their contemplations to 
the croſs, and paint the love of Jeſus, in glowin 
colours. Tou will not fail to repreſent the all-uf. 
ficiency of his atonement, and his entire readineſs 
to receive to the embraces of his mercy, every hum- 
ble, penitent, believing, ſinner. The duty and ne- 
ceſſity of immediate repentance, will conſtitute an 
important part of your preaching. Nor will you 
fail to urge the duty and importance of univerſal 
and perpetual obedience to the divine commands. 
Lou will comfort the friends of Chrift in adverſity ; 
and encourage them, to patience, fidelity, and per- 
ſeverance, in his cauſe, by thoſe animating promiſes, 
which render certain the final ſalvation of all his 
faithful followers. And you will warn the vicious 
and incorrigible, by thoſe tremendous threaten- 
ings denounced in Sinai's violated law. Endeav- 
our to make your hearers feel, as they will feel, 
at the day of judgment. In theſe things carefully 
imitate your Lord and maſter. And that your pub- 
lic preaching may have a deſirable effect, always 
exemplify the benevolent doctrines you teach to 
others. Live as Chriſt lived. 
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Imitate him in humility, meekneſs, compaſſion, 
tenderneſs and benevolence; in conſtancy and fer- 
vency in devotion, and in diligence in your ſacred 
calling. Be a growing chriſtian. 

Add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowl- 
edge, temperance, patience, godlineſs, brotherly 
kindneſs, charity. For if theſe things be in you 
and abound,” they will make you a good miniſter 
of Jeſus Chriſt. If you thus preach and live, you 
will be entitled to his promiſed preſence. 

Difficulties you may expect to encounter, but be 
not diſcouraged ; if you are a faithful follower of 
the Lord Jeſus, his grace will be ſufficient for 
you. And hereafter you ſhall be admitted to his 
immediate preſence, where is fulneſs of joy, and to 
his right hand, where are pleaſures forever more. 
But remember, if any of this flock are ſcattered, 
or loſt, through your negleQ, their blood will be 
Tequired at your hands—you watch for ſouls as 
one that mult give an account. O! Be faithful; 
for Chriſt's ſake be faithful in your work! Kk 

Moſt cordially, my brother, do we now © com- 
mend you to God, and to the word of his grace.” 
May you conſtantly enjoy the preſence of the great 
head of the church. May your life be long, uſe- 
ful, and happy; may your death be tranquil and 
triumphant, and your immortality glorious. 

The members' of this church and congregation, 
will accept our fincere congratulations occaſioned by 
the preſent ſolemnity. We rejoice that you are a- 
bout to have the ordinances of the goſpel reſettled 


among you. This is a day big with important con- 


ſequences to you and your children. Suffer me to 
aſk you whether you are willing to receive a miniſ- 
ter who will live and preach like Chriſt ? Such an 
one, we hope and truſt, he is this day ſending you. 


And ſhould he prove to be of this character, he will 
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do great execution here, and fit each one of you, for 
endleſs joy or endleſs woe. | 
Our divine Lord told his hearers that © For 
judgment he was come into this world, that they 
which ſee not might ſee, and that they which ſee 
might be made blind.” He informed them, that 
their criminality would be greatly enhanced, in con- 
ſequence of his living among, and preaching to 
them, if they finally rejected him. © Had I not 
come and ſpoken unto them they had not had ſin, 
but now they have no cloak for their ſin.” Speak- 
ing of thoſe places in which moſt of his mighty 
works were done, he ſaid, * It ſhould be more tole- 
rable even for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of 
judgment than for them. Agreeably to theſe ſen- 
timents, the apoſtle ſpeaking of himſelf, and other 
preachers, ſaid, © We are unto God a ſweet favour 
of Chriſt in them that are ſaved and in them that 
riſh.—To the one we are the favour of death unto 
death, and to the other the ſavour of life unto life.“ 
And thus it will be with him whom you are this day 
to receive for your miniſter. - If he prove to be a 
faithful follower of Chriſt, and come to you in the 
fulneſs of the bleſſing of the goſpel, he will fit you 
for exalted happineſs or unſpeakable miſery. There- 
fore take heed how you hear. Never reject any 
ſentiments which he advances, unleſs you have con- 
cluſive proof that they are in oppoſition to the ſen- 
timents taught by Chriſt. You will carefully re- 
member, that, ſince it is his duty to preach the pure 
_ doctrines of the goſpel, it is your duty to receive, 
and reduce them to practice. Let him feel the in- 
tereſt of your prayers, your candor, your councils, 
and charity. Make ſuitable allowances, for his im- 
perfection. For though he is your miniſter, he is 
a man of like paſſions with yourſelves, liable to err. 
You have heard that it is his indiſpenſable duty to 


give himſelf wholly to the work of his miniſtry ; if 
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ſo, you need not be reminded, that it is indiſpenſably 


incumbent on you, to provide him a comfortable, 


If he ſows liberally unto you in ſpiritual things, 
you will liberally impart unto him carnal things. 
The labourer is worthy of his hire.” I hope you 
will omit no means, which are neceſſary on your 
part, to render his life as comfortable, happy, and 
uſeful, as poſſible. Above all things, give him the 
pleaſure, to ſee you walk in the truth. Follow him 
as far as he follows Chriſt: | 

We ardently pray and hope that God will be 


pleaſed to bleſs you, and your paſtor together for 


many years ; that he will pour out his ſpirit, and 
make the preaching of his word powerful to ſalva- 
tion. May you walk together as becometh diſci- 
ples of Chriſt on earth, and finally be admitted to 
thoſe manſions of reſt which he hath prepared for 
his faithful followers, e ods Fo 
« Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of 
d comfort, be of one mind, live in peace ; and 


the God of love and peace ſhall be with you.” 


My Fellow-finners of this numerous Aſſembly, 

Through the infinite mercy of God, we are placed 
in a world of hope. Serious and important will be 
the conſequences of our living under the light of 
the goſpel. We are now forming our characters 
for the deciſive judgment! We are acting for eter- 
nity ! A price of infinite value, to obtain wiſdom, is 
now in our hands. Let us not fail to improve it. 
Whatever may be our preſent feelings, we are all 
deeply intereſted in the diſpenſation of the goſpel. 
For, in the final iſſue of events, it will be, either a 
favour of life unto life, or of death unto death, to 


our ſouls. The day of grace is paſſing with amaz- 


ing rapidity. And when it is gone, our characters 


will be unalterable. Deluſive is the hope, that a 
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day of probation is prepared beyond the grave, for 
thoſe who remain incorrigible during the preſent 
life. Of this the goſpel affords not the ſmalleſt ev- 
idence. Its invariable language is Ne is the ac- - 
cepted time; this is the day of ſalvation.” But, 


„ There are no acts of pardon paft 
In the cold grave to which we haſte, 
But darkneſs, death, and long deſpair, 
Reign in eternal ſilence there — 


EY 


* 
TI: 


8 
„ 9 8 


7 
[2 


> v 
„ : N * 1 ; | 
g 4 ik | | 
” ; : ; 
. x 5 4 (2x8 25 
ES 5 | 
NS e 7 & . | | 
a . ; | | | 
* * f 
2 
4 * * ; 
* < a 
7 a 8 
- | 
* * 
i N * - 
d * 
* 


: < 
% — 
FS. 
' : 
had 
$% 4 
* 
1 
| by 
4 * ä | 
; | | 
* a : | 
kw 
b * 2 — 


—— 


— — EE Le 


EF 
\ 


» 


—— — 9 _ 


Rr gory 


15 


. 
. 9 ' 

* 3 7 q ue 5b 1 5 

N 4 7 its Ne 
. : 28 SF * 

ö Wr Tbs ; +* wh, 
2 5 
* - * . * 
” 7 & * * 
x 8 « x 


